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Let's Tell a Tale: 
Storytelling Events 

English L2 • 1n 
by ELISA BERTOLDI 

I n lt aly, cultur a! organizatio ns and associatio ns promot e child re1Ù 
literatu re and the pleasure of re ading through storyte llin g initi atives . 
These initi at ives sup port rcading from vcry carl y childhood to adole s­

cence, starting from parental storytelling and graduaUy proceeding to 
autonomous engélgements with hooks. The initiatives are organized and 
ta ke p lacc in libraries, LheaLers, e ulwral ccntcrs, and schools where volun­
teer narrators and librarians run open-access storytellìng events bélsed 
on hooks for childrcn or adolcsccnts (Nati per l,eggere, Crescere Leggendo, 
Youngster). 'lo cater to the many Jifferent languages used in Ilaly and to 
promote inclusion thrnugh activities and initia­
tivcs lhat are rclevant at the inLerculLural levcl 
for children, local librarìes in Italy also orga­
nize storytclling cvents in languages other than 
ltalian. 

For many ycars, thc collaboration bctwcen 
the University of Udine an<l the Municipal 
Library "Vincenzo Joppi" in Udine (Northeast 
ltaly) has given rise to initiatives that promotc 
plurilingualisrn through children !s literature. 
A fe\v ycars ago, a kcturcr of thc Univcrsity 
o[ Udine, Maria Bortoluzzi, aml the librarians 

Por many years, the collaboration 
between the University of Udine 
and the Municipal Library 
"Vincenzo /oppi" in Udine 
(Northeast Italy) has given 
rise to initiatives that promote 
plurilingualism through children's 
literature. 

of the main municìpa l lìbrary decìded to offer 
some storytclling evcnts in English as a sccond languagc (from now on 
J..::nqlish L2) in the main library of the town. For the children and the narra­
tors, English is 3 foreign bnguage. The main aim was to promote thc 
acguisirion of English L2 through narrative an d informa] modalities in 
libraries as significant and familiar contexts for children. Thanks to the 
locai libraria ns, teachers, m1d educ.=itors, a series of storytelling meelings 
called "Let's Tell a Tale" was organized. The cvenrs in English J.2 have been 
ta king pl ace in the tavv n libraries and focus on children from four Lo eight 
years olJ. Thc voluntcer na rrators havc becn offcring IO littlc hoys and 
girls the opportunity Lo Usten Lo stories in English inspired by books for 
children. The initiative promotes English acquisiLion noL only as a second 
languagc but also as a .1.nukicultural means to offer a wider perspective 
on chìldren's literature in langua.ges Jifferent from the native languages. 
The events havc been Laking pJace in recent ycars at thc children's section 
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nf the Municipal Library of Udine, and Ll·wy ai:c basl'd mainly on pi.cturc ­
bonks of .storics in Engli.sh. 

In Jurn.~ 2 018, rcgio nal fundi ng rcsulted in tbc initi ativc "Let's Tel1 a 
Ta le" heing tran sfix mcd iulo a re searc:h proj cct of th c Ud ine Univcrsity 
entitle d ''Storytcll ing in Engli.sh L2 for Young T.carners and Aclolescents 
in Infor mai Contt:xts ofAcquisition: lnnovativ e and Incl usive Approaches 
for I.oca] Librar y Net\vorks. " 'fhc proje ct (dircct ed by Maria Borto luzzi , 
Udine University) is organized in colla born tion ,vith rhc lib rariéln.s of 
thc Childrcn's Seclì .on of t.hc Mun icipal Library of Udine, led hy Tizia n a 
Danna. I (Elisa Bert oldi) am involv e<l in th e pro ject as a resear ch assis ­

tant. My role is lo ide ntif y best pra cticcs and ef.fectivc 
act ions to support swdents fro m nurser y, primar y, ,md 
mid dlc schoo l in their app roach to English L2 thro ugh 
narra tion use d in forma lly in ex tra-school con texts such 
as Hbraries . 

The ini tiative "Let's Tel1 a Tale " has bcen exte nded 
to four disL.rict lib raric s ofth l~ Udine area. Thc pruj ect is 
also uscd to conduct qualitative research aboui che use 
of childrcn's literature in in for ma! contexts to appro ach 
English L2 in a.n effecrive, emotion ally posi r.ive, and 
motivating way . This gavc me tbc opport.unity to orga ­
n iic :md supcrvise sixreen storytelling event s from 
Oct obcr 201 8 to ~l\tfay 2019. The local libra rics that hav e 
bccn ch o.sE'.n to host "Let's Tel1 a Tale " 2018-201. 9 sh ar c 
some common characte ri stics: cvcn tho ugh they are 
quit e small in term s of space, th ey havc a lar gc catch ­
men t ar ea, an d they ar e not yet equi ppe<l with a multi ­
li ngual sec t.ìon for chi kl ren. 

Tbc dec ision to host th ese cvents in the district 
libraries was alsu a imed to reach a wider nu mber of 
parcnts and caregjvers in ordcr to disseminale the 
impurtance of gìv.ing chìldren the opport un.i.ty of an 
ea rly ap proa ch to a second lang uage thro ugh litera ture. 
Recent scienti fìc rcsear ch in the fìeld ofseco nd l.:mguagc 
acgu i.sitìo .n has ùemonstrate<l r.he ext.raorclin ar y advan ­
tag cs of acq u i ring and learn ing langu ages diff erent from 

thc nati ve to ngu c espe cia]l y, hu t noi cxclusive.l.y, élt a youn g age. Being able 
to use a seco nù lang uage o.ffcrs remarkable advantages at ne urolog ica] , 
cog niti ve, and sociolingui stic lcvcls thro ugh ada ption to comm unica ti ve 
con tcx ts, acquisir ion of additional meta ling uistic com peLcnces , an d flcx­
ihilit y in ado ptin g intcrcultura l attitudes and pra cliccs. From very earl y 
childhood, vve start devcloping the ahilit y to lisr.cn to stories and under ­
sta nJ lhcm in ou r nat ive langu age or in a sccond lang uage. List ening to a 
sto ry foster.s thc developm ent o[ vcr bal and communicativc com pctcncics 
and suci al. an d in lcrcu hur al skills. Storyt elli ng repre scnts a funda me ntal 
sl ratcgy in secon d languag e teachin g as it sti mula lcs cr ea tivity, facilitatcs 
comp re hensi on , and raiscs avvareness of th e complexity and var icty of 
communicat ivc c.ontcxts . 
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The Narrators of "Let's Teli a Tale" 2018-2019 Edition 
Fur the storytelling evcnts of"Let's Tel1 a Tale," the voluntcer narrators are 
the students of the teacher cducation scclion of the U niversity of Udine. 
Thcsc students help little girls and boys ùiscovcr English through narra­
tion, picwrcbooks, and silcnt books. Each event lasts une hour and the 
storytelling session is followed by workshops in which children can create 
crafts and do activities connected to the topics and characters of the story­
telling event. Thc main objective o["Let's Tel1 a Tale" is crcating contexts 
for communication and stimulating creativity, imaginatìon, and motiva­
tion to use Englìsh as a second language. Narrators use chìldren's 
picturebooks as frames for promoting inclusive communicative 
modalities an<l cognitive flexibility in Janguage acquisition. 

Thc aspects connected to narration descrve greaL attention: 
the appropriate choice of children's books, techniques and strat­
cgies for storytelling, good practiccs for interaction, and group 
dynamics management during storytelling events are funda­
mental. To plan their events and be effective, volunteer narrators 
bave thc opportunity to participate in training workshops on chil­
dren's literature ami storytclling workshops at the univcrsity. By 
taking part in the workshops, slUdents can expand their knowl­
edge in thc field of childrcn's literaturc and improvc their compe­
tences as storytellcrs. 

Selected Books for Storytelling Sessions 
Thc first step in the organization of "Let's Tel1 a Tale" 2018-2019 

edition was sclccting books for each storytclling evenL. In arder 
to givc continuity Lo the whole initiative, the bcst solution was to 
choose a thcmc to select books lìnked by a common copie. This 
year's edition focuscs on thethemcof natureand animals, allowing 
children to approach a complex, current, ,md extrcmcly relevant 
issue such as thc relatìon beLwccn humans and the environment. 

In order to choosc stories suitablc to the very young age of 
the audience (from four Lo cight years olcl), ;:ill the sixtccn books 
sclected are picturcbooks; some of them are wordless books, 
\vhich aUows children to make meaning from illustrations even i f 
they are pre-readcrs in English L2. By listening to stories like Tree, 
Seasons Come, Seasons Go, childrcn can learn to more attentively 
observe thc changes in thc environment around them. Narra­
tors show children how inspiring it could be to look at a clcar sky 
through thc pages ofllow to Catch a Star and Liule Cloud aml how amazing 
it coul<l be to livc an adventurc in natural environments with We're Goiny 
on a Bear Hunt or Flashlight. Not less importanl is that childrcn can fecl 
how deep and touching the relationship with anirnals and nature can be 
thrnugh thc illustrations ohvordless books such as Wave and Flora and the 
Penguin. The initialivc "let's Tel1 a Tale" offers children a sheltercd cnvi­
ronment in 1,vhich they can cxplore complcx aspects of !ife. English as a 
second language offers boys and girls thc opportunity to face thesc themes 
from a new poinL of vicw and undcrstand their glohal relevance. 
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Children's Feedback 
Thc storytelling evcnts of "Let's Tel1 a Tak" are planned in uncertaìnties: 
narrators do not knovv how many children will participate each time, how 
old they will be, or whether they have special educational nee<ls, so 1lex­
ibility is a fundamcntal rcqu ircment in planning both the storytelling 

session an<l the follovv-up workshops. 'fhc initié1tive, up till nmv, 

18\.-----~.... - .............. -~ ,~-p.t. ..... w . ......... ,,n, ... ,,.,."""""'" ... __ ....,__,, _ _ ,,,,,_, ___ 
involvcd approximately nìne or tcn chìldren for cach session, 
,vhich is a suitablc number considering the size of thc lìhraries. 
To understan<l if the evenl has been effectivc, I ask children for 

.-... ,.: ... ,,,,, ... . .,,,.,.. c;~i,-.:~ .,__..,.J...,...,.. .. , .. _ 

)o.~o.~ù n d,:<°'.''.!.1,,..br.:. o..ll ,: u.,.~:◊ 

v~ o;i..~p<!Hi.o11..n,,u c..tl(.>, Hbltcihi>_,:o., J.t 
.:.:u:;~i-:Jl-\.o.c;~n 

pièr p0-H~~01. r"" ,t"-1)11\ F= Lor Il. ~ LL ~ ,_.u l.\ ...... tcu 
P'"'Jlltkol 

,•,,e, 1 ~Y n·~~Y k,• ~t,;.1;-._,, 

feedback nt the end of each scssion. On a magnc cic ,vhi teboard, 
they place happy-face magnets or sad-face magnels over three 
drawings that represenl thc narrator, the book, and the workshop. 
Childrc.n's feedback has so far bccn mostly positive. A most inter­
estìng aspect of thc cvcnts concerns thc uncxpected participants. 

'11~,· on~~; i.Y.1."' hnl.1roPI:", :;11~ c,,or-~...-., e 11 ~ ~mkop11~•ir .~ ~-~1,·n, 
l'"'···,:b """ uul~•· ..r. ~ ,:, .. ' -~ 

lt happens frequently that children come to thc librarìes with 
their famil ics a nd their little bro thers or sisters. Ti.vo-year-old chil­
dren aml even a ninc-month-old baby took part. in the eve nts, and 
surprisingly, they listened to thc stories very attentivdy , observing 
the images of lhc books and paying aucntion to the narrators. The 
officia I ìnformation of the library gìves four to cight as the age 
range of particip,rnts. 

Cr.n le 1,;.c imm.l; '•, ·.i,:..., •~1.: :,~~1Jh J1 )J~~~'),..)l·1r.1.·.-~:., •11:••·l,.l;. )I " .' 
"·,:.:;.i_."=,~,, ,r,~~ ~l"I,~,,: :1 am.~i 

c,;l1><nl l r1~,~~11~ ,;trJ~;,;,~;;-·~ ,,. in~io: M 'l'A ►'.~ v~-~~ ~ ,11,, -,·,,::::-; · .. ~, ,.-,,, ·. 
<:,~~cc.-;.~;,·«.\ n11~~1J w:/J,> ►lc<a,do~ ~ ·.-,:u·idr j1f.':,J ~•;.!~.~ (;.,,,~'no~-.;> 

-!:r?A~ •I 1:Y.1·~1,:,, ,:,~~~'.~~•;i'~•:~ ;";;~'~'.S/;:;;:i'i •::~:ti~: I•• ,• .. n .:.f :. sl~, ',j 

1'-J~~;:~~l~~,~~,\~l I r.~~,!:'~~·~_:'~I ~~l ;'.,~!~~;!.,~:.::: :.:~;~.G;·~:~•~~~l 
':<.·x~;~ 1,/nJ ~J:<-5:-:J~•;,•;, i,,,:. & •~ <, ir,•> t,!-,,1 tr .• "':;1.',;·v rl~•I'. ,•.,, P:.• .-,n .~~~·, ·• 

W. Bl~::k. 

·•~t.-- •\.-.J" .. . ~- · , ....... · • •. ~ !.,, ,,.,,,.,,_, ,::,.,, .... , 
.,. ' . .... ~ . . .. ... .. . . ... ,, .... ~, ~ "- • '" ' ... .... · - . ~ , ... . J +. , .,~ ..... , " ~ .- . 
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Open-Access Online Resourc:es 
Volunteer narrators, but also tcachcrs, lihrarians, and educators, will be 
able to use guidelines and resources produccd ;md developed during the 
storytelling events in thc librarics through the storytelling thcmatic group 
in che opcn-access professional community for teaching and learni n g 

Rnglish, Ycll & Tel1. The communit y is part of the plat­
form LearnWeb, devclopcd by the L3S Researc h Ccnter 
of the Leibniz University in Hannover; it is a virtual 
environment for rcsearch ancl collaboratìon that allm,vs 
sharing and discussing resources ami praclices for 
languagc teaching and learning. The online commu­
nity uffers rcsources, bibliogrélphical refcrcnccs, tips, 
ideas, downloadable matcrials, a nd exarnples of the 
use of children's literaturc for storytelling cvcnts in 
informai L2 conlcxts for nonexpert narrators. lt also 
a llows access tu collect and share d igìtal materials and 
rcsources based on children 's liternturc (videos, audio 

fdcs, worksheets, picwres, posters, tbshcards) createci for and during the 
events in the librari es. All thc materia I.e; a nd act iv.ilies dcvelopcd during 
the initiative "Let.'s Tel1 a Tale'' are a vai l;i_ble on the platfonn in the story­
telling thematic group and can be used as open-acccss materials. To access 
thc Yell & Teli com mun ity and explore thc resuu rces, we invite story­
tellers, tcachers, librnrians, educators, and par:enls to follow the instruc­
tions available in the Yell Blog (yeJl.uniud.it) and join the Storytellinq Group. 

IBBY.ORG 
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