
Picturebooks and eTwinning as vehicles 
for Intercultural Ci9zenship Educa9on

YELL turns ten! * University of Udine * 5 April 2022

Sandie Mourão
CETAPS



This session

Picturebooks and eTwinning as vehicles for Intercultural Citizenship Education
YELL turns ten! * University of Udine * 5 April 2022

You are going to …
ü Find out about the ICEPELL project
üDo a concept check on citizenship education
üDiscover picturebooks as aesthetic objects
ü Experience a read-aloud 
üWalk through some picturebook-related activities
ü Consider picturebooks and eTwinning as vehicles for 

intercultural citizenship education 



ICEPELL

Intercultural Ci-zenship Educa-on through 
Picturebooks in early English Language 
Learning (ICEPELL)
ü Erasmus+ KA203 project
ü September 2019 – August 2022
ü Coordinated through CETAPS, FCSH/UNL
ü The aim: to support prac55oners to confidently 

integrate intercultural ci+zenship educa+on into 
their EFL lessons and library sessions with children 
aged 5 to 12 years. 

ü h.ps://icepell.eu/
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Citizenship education 

In democratic societies citizenship education supports 
students in becoming active, informed and responsible 
citizens, who are willing and able to take responsibility for 
themselves and for their communities at the local, regional, 
national and international level.

European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice, 2017
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Citizenship education 
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CiXzenship educaXon should develop learners’ knowledge, 
skills, a>tudes and values in four broad competence areas:
1) interacXng effecXvely and construcXvely with others;
2) thinking criXcally;
3) acXng in a socially responsible manner; and
4) acXng democraXcally.

European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice, 2017



Intercultural Citizenship Education

Byram, Golubeva, Hui & Wagner, 2016; Porto 2016
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Vehicle 1: Picturebooks



The suitcase by Chris Naylor Ballesteros
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Multi-taskers …

ü Enjoy the read-aloud! 

ü How does the design 
contribute to the visual 
narrative?

ü How might The Suitcase help
bring language learning and 
citizenship education together? 



The suitcase by Chris Naylor Ballesteros

ü How does the design contribute to the visual narrative?
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ü How does the design contribute to the visual narrative?

Title page and dedication Opening 1



The suitcase by Chris Naylor Ballesteros
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ü How does the design contribute to the visual narrative?

Use of sepia to represent the 
past / memories
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ü How does the design contribute to the visual narrative?

Typographic features 
are meaning makers 

too!
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ü How might The Suitcase help bring language learning and citizenship 
education together? 

What would you put in your suitcase?

Connec5ng with the main character to 
personalize the experience.

Do we highlight a forced move?



The suitcase handout drawings
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Drawings by 6-year old 
children in Italy

In my suitcase there 
are my song birds

In my suitcase there 
are my boots and 

my football In my suitcase there 
are all my houses
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ü How might The Suitcase help bring language learning and ci5zenship 
educa5on together? 

How can we welcome newcomers?

• Brainstorm actions to ensure
newcomers feel welcomed. 

• Role-play the actions and reflect on
how it feels. 

Say, ‘Come 
and play!’ 

Ask, ‘ Can I 
help you?’

Say, ‘Hello!’
Smile!

Be friendly! 
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ü How might The Suitcase help bring language learning and citizenship 
education together? 

Roleplay the dialogues in the 
picturebook?

Experiential learning fosters 
empathy 
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Intercultural Ci-zens

Vehicle 2: eTwinning

Byram (1997/2021)
Byram (2006)
Byram (2008)
Byram et al. (2017)
Byram et al. (2021)



1
DISCOVER

2
SHARE

3
CO-CREATE

4
TAKE ACTION

5
SHARE

6
REFLECT

4. TAKE ACTION
In the community: Take the 
‘vehicle’ into local community. 
Collect feedback from the 
community … add more 
languages!

In the TwinSpace and/or 
videocall: Show the 
partners your ‘vehicle’. 
Share the responses and 
results. 

5. SHARE

In class:  Reflect on the 
experience, what you learned, 
how you feel, what you want 
do / learn  more.

6. REFLECT

In class: Create the ‘vehicle’ 
to share the ‘mul5lingual 

welcome message’.

3. CO-CREATE

In TwinSpace and/or 
videocall: Share 

discoveries, teach each 
other and make plans to 

share a ‘Multilingual 
welcome message’.

’ 

2. SHARE

In class: Find out how many 
languages the children know 

to say ‘Hello!’ 

1. DISCOVER
eTwinning Taking Action Cycle:

Beyond the book

Rampone & Ferrari (2022)



The suitcase

Multilingual 
‘Welcome’ 
displays

NB: think about
the position and
size of some of

the languages…
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Taking action
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A democratic citizen takes responsibility for themselves and for their 
communities … 

Materials need to provide affordances for children to … 
ü engage in authentic, meaningful action (Short, 2011)
ü become ‘proactive contributors to a more just, peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, 

secure and sustainable world’ (UNESCO, 2014: 15).
ü improve the community or communities in which they live (Byram et al., 

2021)



ICEKits available on the ICEPELL website
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Final thoughts

If foreign language teaching in primary educaXon is to 
contribute seriously to the internaXonal educaXon of young 
people, it has to recognise the complexity of the task, to 
include intercultural competence among its aims, to seek 
rela-onships with other aspects of the curriculum in 
systemaXc ways and to demand properly trained teachers 
and appropriate teaching materials. 

Byram & Doyé (1999, p. 150)
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This is what you did …
ü Found out about the ICEPELL project
üDid a concept check on citizenship education
üDiscovered picturebooks as aesthetic objects
ü Experienced a read-aloud 
üWalked through some picturebook-related activities
ü Considered picturebooks and eTwinning as vehicles for 

intercultural citizenship education 



ICEPELL closing conference
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