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Modern society brings with it a multiplicity of changes both at a local and a global level. Students are 

thus required not only to be literate, but also to self-teach and be able to adapt their skills to the 

environment in which they live to be successful both now and in the future. The challenge for educators 

is to support students in emphasizing skills that address the present social requirements, but which also 

reflect future ones as much as possible. 

To address this need, our research intends to integrate a strong pedagogical foundation (multiliteracies) 

with a new kind of e-learning environment tapping the potential of social networks for learning through 
the LearnWeb platform. Instead of adding collaborative tools in traditional LMSs (Learning Management 

Systems), we explored a bottom-up approach that adopts a combination of Web services as way to 

introduce more co-operation and collaboration into online learning activities. 

At the L3S Research Center in Hannover we followed an Iterative evaluation-driven design-based 

research approach, to improve the LearnWeb platform, involving experts from different disciplines 

(computer scientists and educators) as well as other stakeholders, most obviously teachers and 

students. 

In the presentation we will describe the pedagogical framework (the LearnWeb Design framework) and 
the solutions we adopted to support various scenarios of use. 

 
 


