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This paper presents a set of affordances specifically developed within the LearnWeb platform to 

support students in the development of specialised vocabulary. These affordances include: 

• A user-friendly interface for the creation of bilingual glossaries. Glossary entries can be easily 

searched, filtered, downloaded and printed out. 

• An automatic logging system that keeps track of the web pages visited by the students while 

creating their glossary. 

• A learning analytics system and visualization tool (dashboard) of the students’ online 

activities.  

Through the dashboard, the teacher analyses different abilities connected to the creation of a 

glossary, such as Web search abilities and information selection abilities. Moreover, the dashboard 

supports the students, by showing them their patterns compared to the class average.  

These affordances were developed having in mind specific learning scenarios –  the interpreting 

modules offered at the University of Salento (Lecce, Italy) –, however they are ideal for fostering 

language and vocabulary learning in general. The paper will illustrate the theoretical and pedagogical 

aspects that informed the development of these affordances. Furthermore, it will offer some ideas of 

how the system could be used for teaching and research purposes in the field of LSP. 

 


